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16 November 2011 
Dear Parents and Carers

Bedford Borough Council Cuts

At a network meeting last night run by Bedford Early Years (known as Early Engagement and Development), one of the topics was the above cuts.  A letter which we should have been sent regarding proposed cuts to the early years part of the Council was discussed and there was further discussion and updates on the situation.  

Basically, the money allocated by the government for pre-school children (called Early Intervention Grant) does not come under education and is not ‘ring-fenced’, or protected, to be used only for early years.  This means the council will receive the money from the government but do not necessarily have to use it for early years.  

One of the impacts locally for under 5’s is going to be a considerable reduction in staffing in the Council’s Early Years department – there have already been reductions and it is expected to reduce this further so that only 1 early years consultant (advice and support regarding the Early Years Foundation Stage) and 1 advisory teacher (advice and support for children with additional needs) will cover the whole of Bedford Borough including all of North Bedfordshire.  Funding will also be drastically reduced and it is anticipated that only a small amount will continue to be available for children with additional needs.  Everything else will go.  However, nursery education funding cannot be touched as it is part of the Council’s statutory duties to uphold this.
Other aspects to be affected include training (both short courses and qualifications) which currently is subsidised through other grants but it is anticipated that training could be virtually stopped and what is offered is at full cost.  Children’s Centres are also to be cut back, thus affecting what they can do to support families.  There are other proposals but these appear to have a more direct affect on us.
Clearly, everywhere there is pressure to save money and savings must be made.  However, in recent years Bedford Borough has done a great deal to support and raise standards in early years settings and as a result 91% of all early years settings in Bedford Borough area are now classified as ‘good’ or ‘outstanding’ by Ofsted.  

All this is now under threat with a serious risk of things actually moving backwards.  For pre-schools such as ours, who have to run everything themselves, the support, information, access to training and other advice has been invaluable.  It now appears that Early Years is an area that will be greatly scaled 
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down and if this happens it is almost bound to have an effect that is detrimental to our children and, potentially, their future.  Of course we appreciate that there will have to be changes in Bedford Borough’s Early Years but the extent of them is our concern and we would ask and urge you to have your say and offer a voice of support for early years.

The consultation period ends at 5 pm on Monday 21 November and anyone can respond.  There is a questionnaire you can fill in online at www.forms.bedford.gov.uk/earlyyears.  Alternatively, you can respond to www.bedford.gov.uk/budget2012.  If you have specific queries that might require a response you can email anne.cheveralls@bedford.gov.uk.  You can also email our local Borough Councillor, Mark Smith, on mark.smith792@googlemail.com.  The poster on the board outside gives further ways to have your say.
Yours sincerely

Rebecca Corns

Pre-school Leader
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